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FROM THE A.L.P.S. - PRESIDENT’S DESK....
Dear Members and Friends of A.L.P.S.,

This Newsletter comes to you after the summer recess. Here’s hoping that you all had a well merited 
holiday break…and you are back in shape and ready to face the world and continue where we all left in 
July. The summer heat must have taken its toll on us all. On the other hand, when we took our vacation 
and perhaps ventured out to another country, we could see much  greener countryside or  nice blue seas. 
Perhaps, we have been lucky to experience some snowy mountain peaks. The holiday pictures that we 
have taken, will continue to remind us of the happy and enjoyable times we shared with our loved ones 
and friends during the past summer months.

Now, we brace ourselves for the next season when we start preparing for more events that are on 
the A.L.P.S. calendar. This year we shall have to miss the October reunion.  As intimated in an earlier 
Newsletter the council of administration have managed to hold meetings and obtained a firm date for 
the visit by LICEO past student His Eminence –The Cardinal Prospero Grech.

It is now firmly confirmed that we shall be organising a Grand Reunion on the 16th day of March 2013. 
It is envisaged that we shall invite high personalities and there will be many other invites sent out to a 
whole list of persons who have all undertaken their studies at the Lyceum…The reunion is going to be 
open to ALL Liceo past students, members and non-members in A.L.P.S. This grand get-together shall be 
in honour of His Eminence. It is primarily aimed at bringing as many as possible Lyceum Past students 
together to celebrate a very unique occasion.  The Cardinal will celebrate Holy Mass at The Gizwiti church 
in Merchants street Valletta.
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It would be most fitting, if such an occasion can 
also have a con-celebration with His Grace The 
Archbishop Mons Pawl Cremona and as many 
as possible members of the clergy who have 
attended the LICEO during their younger days. I 
ask you all to spread the word and get the message 
through to all the priests who may be invited to 
participate in Holy Mass with the Cardinal himself. 
I am confident, that they can be gathered around 
one altar and thank the Lord for bringing them 
together after a good number of years. They can all 
remember the end of their studies at The Lyceum 
which had initiated them to choose priesthood.

Further on,  we shall be issuing other 
announcements but you should pencil from now 
in your diaries for the 16th day of March to ensure 
that we can fill the Gizwiti church to maximum 
capacity.  After Holy Mass, a reception is envisaged 
to take place at the Liceo in Valletta…(old 
University Building for all those who are invited. 
For logistical purposes, we shall have to restrict the 
total number of invites. It is therefore suggested 
that as soon as you may receive the application 
form, you should complete and return with a 
payment to A.L.P.S.

You must have realised by now, that The 
Association of Lyceum Past Students always aims 
at bringing to you the best of occasions that can 
be instrumental to remember the days we have 
all spent at the Lyceum. We have a very active 
action committee specifically working on this 
Grand Reunion because we wish to have a perfect 
organisation that befits a Lyceum that has given 
to us the best education and continues to be the 
finest school in the Maltese islands to this very day.

George Stagno Navarra         
President A.L.P.S.

THE A.L.P.S. CHOIR
Council member Joe Fenech  prepares the A.L.P.S. 
choir for the Grand Reunion in March of next year. 
Many a time the choir members have taken the 
challenge and no doubt they shall be making that 
extra effort for a special program,  to accompany 
the Cardinal during a concelebrated Mass.

This of course, without in any way interrupting 
their yearly appointments with the holding of mini-
concerts at a number of Old People’s homes in 
various localities around Malta. As a matter of fact 
the Christmas mini concerts have already started 
being rehearsed. We are hoping to visit at least 
five to six institutions over the Yuletide period, in 
order to bring a smile to those elderly faces who 
now expect to be cheered and to be thanked by a 
younger generation.

SOCIAL VISITS TO A.L.P.S. MEMBERS
Friendly visits to members who are house bound 
or in an old people’s home shall continue from  
October  this year. We have stopped after the 
monthly visits in July 2012. It is worth mentioning 
that the A.L.P.S. brought a last smile to one of its 
esteemed members Dr. Jojo Ellul. Only a few days 
after our council members went visiting, our dear 
friend Joe passed on to eternal life. May he Rest in 
Peace.  Our sincere condolences go to his children 
and family.  We want to always remain available to 
each and every member whether active or not, as 
a sign of solidarity. Write and tell us if you are, or 
you may have knowledge of any A.L.P.S. member 
who is house bound. We definitely wish to include 
such name/s for a home visit in the future…Kindly 
contact Secretary General Alex Borg on tel: 2138 
6812  /  9988 8579 and  pass on such details.

Group photo of Alps Members with captain of M. V. Empress (Story page4)



2   Alps News October 2012   Alps News October 2012 3

FANTASTIC SUMMER B-B-Q 20th July 2012 
The annual summer B-B-Q was held in July at The 
Edge Restaurant of The Radisson BayPoint Resort 
/ St. Julians. We had a marvellous attendance. 
The evening kicked off with welcome drink and 
canapés amongst a lot of hugging and embracing. 
This year, it was very special occasion because 
we had many visitors from Canada, England and 
Australia who all came to participate. The evening 
with nice soft music by David Vella, had lasted to 
well past mid-night when guests could dance and 
sing the night away. To our special guests Milo 
Vassallo and his wife Rita from Canada as well 
as Oreste Aquilina and his wife Margaret from 
Australia,  we say “  Thank you “  for making the 
special  effort to attend for this great annual event. 
Together with many Liceo Past Students who 
have attended for this year’s B-B-Q, we may  look 
forward to sharing many more pleasant evenings 
together.

A NEXT CULTURAL TOUR IN NOVEMBER 2012
It is going to be the 24th November 2012, when 
council member Joseph Fenech will be taking us 
on a cultural tour to Safi & Siggiewi. The first stop 
will be a Bees hatchery/honey producing place 
in Hal-Safi. By courtesy of  A.L.P.S. member Luke 
Montebello, we can organise such a visit. He will 
explain the production method as well as the great 
benefits that’ bees honey’ can have on our lives. 
This should take about an hour. From Safi we can 
proceed to Siggiewi to visit Limestone Heritage.  
and we are making arrangements for a light lunch 
at the  same spot ( choose either Lasagne + drink 
or Timpana + drink. )

Early Bookings with payment to: Secretary Alex 
Borg Alson Naxxar Road San Gwann SGN 9032 tel: 
2138 6812 /9988 8579 or: alpsmalta@gmail.com
If there can be enought interest shown,  we may 
organise transport for this cultural tour..
The all inclusive price  with entrance price at 
Limestone Heritage and lunch  shall be:
€uro 12 .00 per person without transport *
€uro 16. 00 per person with transport
For all those booking with coach- transport, we 
shall inform you at a later stage IF transport is 
arranged from a fixed point where ample parking 
is to be found for your private cars. * We meet at 
No.28, St Paul’s Street, Hal Safi, 10am.

THE ‘ COLLEAGUES OF OLD ’ CORNER  ***
 Our repeated requests for you to send articles/ 
photos, short stories from your Liceo days or any 

other interesting material that can be shared with 
your schoolmates from past LICEO  days…will 
hopefully start showing results. You may contact 
Secretary General Alex Borg on alpsmalta@gmail.
com or PeterPaul Bonnici petpol@go.net.mt  This 
corner can bring us closer to identifying our past 
classmates…and will definitely help to enlarge the 
A.L.P.S. family in Malta and overseas… LICEO past 
students residing abroad, are browsing on www.
alpsmalta.com  to search and find something new 
that is bound to bring back memories of younger 
days at The Lyceum in Valletta or Hamrun or, at 
any other temporary building from the war years 
too.…Keep this corner of the web-site alive and 
make it a point to participate in making it even 
more interesting. Our service provider has been 
updating us with a most interesting data.  Greater 
interest is being shown in the A.L.P.S. web-site from 
Malta and from overseas.  This of course is most 
encouraging to our association. 

THE PWALES CHAPEL AWAITS YOU ALL… 
Due to a freak storm on the afternoon of the 13th 
October, Holy Mass at Pwales Chapel was cancelled 
at the last minute. Fr. George Buttigieg from the 
Fransiscan Community  celebrated Holy Mass at 
Burmarrad Church for the very few couples who 
braved the storm and could manage to drive 
through the torrential rains that have hit the 
Maltese Islands.

As already mentioned, the Association of 
Lyceum Past Students has paid for all the recent 
maintenance work to the façade and sides, as well 
as the doors of The Pwales Chapel. The job has 
given the chapel a new- look. We are confident 
that we have preserved with the best methods 
as recommended to us by experts in the field of 
restoration.   We therefore keep encouraging our 
members with families and friends, to participate 
during the coming months, in functions that 
are announced in the program of events that is 
presented hereunder. Because of the Yuletide 
dinner that is going to be held on the week-end 
12th/14th December, we have to alter the date in 
DECEMBER  for  Holy  Mass to now read the 8th 
December 2012…(public Holiday).

3rd November 16:30 hours  - Remembrance Mass 
for departed ALPS members/families/teachers

8th December 11:00 hours  -  Christmas Holy 
Mass with Carol Singing
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“DANCE TO HEALTH” SESSIONS   AT THE LICEO
Our very active council member PeterPaul Bonnici 
has yet again formed this years’ dance group. 
Rehearsals inside the LICEO hall at Hamrun have 
started from the beginning of October and a 
sizeable number of participants continue to 
improve on the techniques they have already 
practised. The dance to health group had stopped 
during the hot summer months, but they are now 
back in shape and keeping themselves healthy.  If 
you wish to join the Dance to Health initiative, do 
please give a call to PeterPaul  on  Mob: 7982 4250 / or 
2167 2684 or better still  by e-mail: petpol@go.net.mt

THE A.L.P.S. -  CRUISE HOLIDAY OCTOBER 2012
With great pleasure, we announce that the A.L.P.S. 
cruise between the 1st to 8th October was a real 
success this year. Besides finding exceptionally 
good sunny weather at every port of call, we 
were also blessed with fantastic sea conditions 
that have prevailed throughout the entire 
journey Malta to Malta. The ship PULLMANTUR / 
Empress provided wonderful accommodation in 
cabins that were equipped with all the necessary 
facilities.  Thanks to the prior arrangements from 
Malta by SMS/Mondial travel agency, we could 
also hold an exclusive meeting with the ship’s 
captain.  During such meeting,  A.L.P.S. President 
George Stagno Navarra who was accompanied 
by other council members Alex Borg, Joe Fenech, 
David Abela and Joe Buttigieg, as well as a good 
number of members and friends of the association, 
presented an A.L.P.S. banner and a tie, and a  lapel 
badge to  Captain Arkadiusz Branka, who wore it 
immediately. (Group photo on page2)

Short messages were exchanged and we quote 
hereunder, some excerpts from our president’s 
address as follows:
“Cruise holidays have become very popular 
amongst members and friends of our 
association….”

“I would like to mention that this cruise holiday of 
a week, brings us together even more. We  mixed 
with people of different nationalities and cultures.  
Pullmantur has helped in no small way to enable us 
to carry our banner in so many different countries 
across the Western Mediterranean Region….”

“And, to further demonstrate our pleasure of a 
holiday enjoyed in amiable surroundings aboard 

the M.V. EMPRESS, I would like to present to you 
Captain of this ship, a banner that may seal this 
holiday for members and friends of A.L.P.S., with a 
happy thought that Lyceum Past Students can be 
content in future years when remembering with 
great nostalgia, this wonderful occasion for us 
all…”

“Thank you Captain for your generous 
hospitality…”

Let there be even more of our members and 
friends of the association, who can become 
interested and join us on another group holiday…
Secretary General Alex Borg is already looking at 
next year’s offers through different sources. He 
will soon start asking around for a best deal that 
may suit everybody’s pocket for the coming year 
2013…(see back page for attractive winter tours)
 
A.L.P.S. MEMBERS PLEASE PAY THE ANNUAL 
SUBSCRIPTION
We thank all those members who have already 
paid their subscription renewal. However, 
some of our members keep dragging their feet 
and have not as yet sent in their subscription 
payment for this years’ renewal and /or even 
arrears from the past years. This situation has 
to be regularized because it is causing us a lot 
of extra work in sending out reminder letters to 
chase unpaid renewals. The Association of Lyceum 
Past Students really and truly depends on your 
support throughout the year. Therefore, we kindly 
ask you to write your cheques and send in your 
outstanding payment/s to Hon. Treasurer David 
Abela..  We repeat that, you can make a one off 
payment of €70 thus becoming Life Members.. This 
years’ one-off concession may help to regularize all 
unpaid subscriptions. Making a once only payment 
of Seventy €uro, will reduce hassle of having to pay 
€12.00 annually.

Send your payment  to Hon. Treasurer 
David.R.Abela at Juniper Ganni Vella Street Tal 
Qattus B’Kara tel: 2748 7693 / mob: 9902 0845 
e-mail: david.r.abela@gmail.com   
We thank  for your continued best support to The 
Association of Lyceum Past Students.

LET US OFFER PRAYERS FOR: 
Dr. Joe (JoJo) Ellul M.D. B.Pharm
Tom Vella Zarb (Canada)
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Marion  Betts (wife of A.L.P.S. member George 
Betts).
Louis Aquilina (brother of Oreste Aquilina -A.L.P.S. 
representative-  - Australia).
Mrs. Josephine Pace  - (  wife of Joe Pace  one of  
A.L.P.S.  founder  members)
Remember also Our Founder  
President Dr. Guido Saliba
And all A.L.P.S. past members and the Liceo   
teachers
May they all REST IN PEACE
Let us also offer prayers  for Fr. Joseph Cilia (Parish 
Priest St. Paul’s Bay) who is still convalescing after 
an operation.

PHILANTHROPIC PROJECT entitled   
“ PITAZZ u LAPES “ …
Council member Dr. Nazarene Azzopardi  has 
offered to take in hand the organizing of 
another philanthropic project entitled “ PITAZZ u 
LAPES-2012 “.

Such project has been done twice in the past 
years with great success. With  another scholastic 
year just started and,  with the assistance and 
permission of the education department, we are 
looking forward to another successful event by 
collecting from all the school children in Malta 
& possibly even from Gozo, a Pitazz u Lapes,  
that may then be packed by  A.L.P.S. and sent 
out to some far away country,  where Maltese 
Missionaries are working with poor children who 
have no means of buying or obtaining such school 
necessities.  More details will follow in another 
edition of ALPSnews, when our members too, 
can be encouraged to participate by donating 
items for a very worthy cause. Knowing that, such 
philanthropic initiatives may assist less fortunate 
children away from our shores, fills us with greater 
enthusiasm to see such project become another 
success. Let us therefore help our council member 
Dr. Azzopardi who is ever so keen in such cause.

A PRE-OPERA EVENING AT SALESIAN HALL
We are pleased to announce to all those who have 
booked for  the Opera  MADAMA BUTTERFLY  at 
The Astra Theatre Victoria Gozo,  that Cultural 
Commission Chairperson Joe Fenech, delivered a 
preparatory talk with musical excerpts from same 
opera,  at The Salesian Hall Sliema on Thursday the 
25th October 2012.  This event was open to anyone 
who likes opera.

GUEST OF HONOUR HIS EMINENCE CARDINAL 
PROSPERO GRECH              
A.L.P.S., President’s message at the start of this 
NewsLetter, clearly indicates that this years’ 
reunion in October is being cancelled. It is being 
substituted with a much greater reunion on the 
16th of March 2013 when, we shall welcome 
amongst us His Eminence, the Maltese Cardinal 
Prospero Grech. This will be not only a unique 
event in the history of A.L.P.S. but also a national 
celebration that may gather under the association 
banner as many as possible LICEO past students 
from all walks of life  who, at some time in their 
younger years have attended the Lyceum. Watch 
out for future announcements when we issue 
the full program with details of Holy Mass and a 
celebration party that will follow. This event will 
also be appearing in the local media with a press 
release closer to the event itself.  We shall include 
The President of The Republic of Malta Dr. George 
Abela LL.D., as well as The Archbishop Mons Pawl 
Cremona…who were also LICEO past Students as 
well as many other dignitaries.  

Council member Alfred Agius, continues to 
trace more and more names through the 
National Archives of Lyceum students especially 
from the year/s 1962&1963 to mark their 50th 
anniversary from entering or leaving the Lyceum.  
If you happen to be, or can still recall names of 
your classmates from such period, do please 
communicate soonest, directly with Alfred Agius 
on tel: 2164 0748  / mobile; 9980 1228 or via e-mail: 
bmwgreen@onvol.net 

Because of limitation of space in Church and 
the reception hall, the Grand Reunion in March 
2013 shall be strictly limited to a set number of 
invitations,  Therefore, the earlier that you send 
in your intention to participate to such a Grand 
Reunion,  the better the chance to be included 
with the list of invites.. Kindly notify soonest 
Secretary General Alex Borg by e-mail: alpsmalta@
gmail.com or a letter to: Alson no: 82 , Naxxar Road 
San Gwann SGN 9032.

Please note that telephone notifications will not be 
entertained for such an event.
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YULETIDE DINNER 14TH DECEMBER 2012 

We shall be holding the A.L.P.S.  annual Christmas 
dinner this year at The Radisson Blu-Resort in  St. 
Julians on the 14th December 2012. For those 
of you who may wish to avail themselves with 
overnight stay at same hotel, we have procured 
very attractive packages for one or more nights in 
luxurious rooms at such a wonderful resort.

Prices for dinner and accommodation are listed 
hereunder. You may start sending the booking 
forms with payment to Secretary General Alex 
Borg: 82 Alson, Naxxar Road San Gwann SGN 
9032 (tel: 2138 6812) or to Social Commission 
Chairperson Robbie Ferrante: “Haven” Triq 
Almeridja, B’Kara (tel: 2144 4570).  As in previous 
years, we are looking at a sizeable attendance to 
this annual get-together that may bring us closer 
to each other in a spirit of friendship, whilst at the 
same time entering into the Christmas period with 

a happy heart. Please be informed that in the usual 
manner we shall be organizing Holy Mass inside 
the Hotel @ 11.00am  Sunday  the 16th December 
2012.

For this special week-end we have also managed 
to obtain for you discounts on Wellness Packages 
to treat yourselves and your loved ones, with Back 
Reliever / Absolute Facial and Body Pampering. In 
case there is a group of minimum 20 people for 
treatments, you can benefit from a  50% discount 
on the individual treatments over 60 euros!

We suggest that you book in advance to avoid any 
disappointment by communicating directly with  
Csilla Mezo the Spa Manager on tel: 2375 1932 or 
e-mail: radisson@marionmizzi.com

Kindly follow the  package offers and  
choose anyone to your liking from: 

Details of forthcoming Christmas dinner/ weekend - 14th. December at the Grand Ball Room:
 

OPTION ONE  1 night for 2 people including Christmas dinner on Fri 14th & b’fast on the 15th €116.00

OPTION TWO  2 night  for 2 people incl. Dinner 13th.Dec&b’fast 14th., Xmas dinner 14th& B’fast 15th €190.00

OPTION THREE 2 nights for 2 pax incl.Xmas Dinner 14th.&b’fast 15th.+dinner 15th & b’fast 16th €190.00

OPTION FOUR   EXTRA NIGHT FOR TWO PERSONS OVERNIGHT B/B 15TH TO 16TH €60.00

OPTION FIVE  I night stay  1 persons incl Xmas Dinner Sat. 14th. & b’fast 15th. Dec €81.50

OPTION SIX   2 night for 1 person incl  Dinner 13th& b’fast14th. Xmas Dinner Fri.14th. & b’fast 15th €145.00

ADDITIONAL RATE FOR 3RD. PERSON JOINING FOR 2 NIGHTS H/B INCL. XMAS DINNER €90.00

ADDITIONAL 3RD PERSON JOINING FOR ONE NIGHT INCL XMAS DINNER 14TH €58.00

children 0-12 years with parents  FREE

children 12 year+ sharing parents room(per person ) €30.00

CHRISTMAS DINNER ONLY ON 14TH. DEC   [NOT STAYING IN HOUSE] €30.00

CHILDREN DINNER ONLY [NOT STAYING IN HOUSE ] €16.00
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A.L.P.S. YULETIDE DINNER
THE 14th December 2012

Starting with welcome drink at 20.00hrs and dinner from 20.30hrs.

I will / will not be able to attend the A.L.P.S. Christmas Dinner on Saturday the

14th December  2012  at THE RADISSON BLU- RESORT – ST. JULIANS.

Member………………………………………………………………Signature…………………………………….………………

Tel:……………………………………….Mobile……………………………Email:…………………………………………………
 
GUESTS:

………………………………       ………………………………

………………………………       ………………………………

Price at €uro:30.00 per person for dinner only. Please add payment for any overnight stay option preferred, together with dinner payment.

Enclosed please find cheque no:…………………..for €uro:…………………….(payable to A.L.P.S.)

We shall look forward to seeing you for this Christmas dinner. Kindly book by not later than Friday 7th December2012 and 
please note that we cannot accept payment on the day of the function. We do not promise any refunds should there be any 
cancellations after the closing date: however, we will do our best to refer the matter to the caterers of this function. Free 
parking at the hotel car park is available to A.L.P.S. on first come first serve basis.

Mr. Robbie Ferrante
Haven Triq Almeridja,  
B’Kara BKR 08.   
Tel: 2144 4570  /  7960 3622

Mr. Alex Borg
‘Alson’ 82,  Naxxar Rd, 
San Gwann SGN 9032
Tel: 2138 6812  /  9988 8579

- BOOKING FORM -

OR

………………………………       ………………………………

………………………………       ………………………………

- DINNER MENU -
A.L.P.S CHRISTMAS DINNER AT THE GRAND BALLROOM

14th December 2012

Semi-Buffet Menu

Melon wrapped in Parma ham
***

Baked ricotta and spinach ricciole,
tomato and basil fondue,
Grana Padana shavings

Carvery

Roasted loin of local pork with Maltese sausage
spinach farce, fennel jus

From the Hot Counter

Roasted seabass with Roma tomatoes
piperade dressing

***
Pan-fried supreme of chicken with asparagus,

mozzarella, sautéed leeks and Madeira jus
***

Asparagus, mushroom and walnut flan
***

Carrot buttons

Brussels sprouts with roasted walnuts
***

Traditional roast potatoes

Festive Treats

Pancetta wrapped turkey breasts with lemon and pine nut 
stuffing, pan jus, bread sauce and giblet gravy

***
Turkey, chestnut and vegetable pie

***
Sticky toffee pudding

Chestnut ice cream
***

Coffee & Mince Pies

INCLUDING : 1/2 btl House Wine and Local Water



We owe them our support with our business!
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WINTER  TOURS smsmondial

PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES
Visiting: Biarritz, St Jean De Luz, Toulouse,  
Pont D’espagne & Gavarnie 
 

06 - 10 December 

4 
Days

FROM ONLY  
€529 

in Twin

AUSTRIA, GERMANY & THE CZECH REPUBLIC 
Visiting: Salzkammergut (Sound Of Music),  
Mondsee, St. Wolfgang, Linz, Salzburg, Vienna, Cesky 
Krumlov, Budejovice, Melk, Mariazell,  
Steyr & Passau 

30 December – 06 January 

8 
Days

FROM ONLY  
€579* 

in Triple
 

LAGO DI GARDA & NORTHERN ITALY
Visiting: Venice, Sirmione, Limone, Bardolino, Garda,  
Malcesine, Dolomiti Mountains, Bergamo, Lake Iseo, 
Verona, Mantova, Madonna Di Campiglio, Padova & 
Gardaland Theme Park

30 December - 06 January

8 
Days

FROM ONLY  
€379* 

in Triple
 

GERMAN CHRISTMAS MARKETS
Germany Is The Birthplace Of Christmas Markets, Where 
You Can Escape Commercialism For A  
Traditional & Authentic Experience. 

10 – 15 December 

6 
Days

FROM ONLY  
€459* 

in Triple

JEWELS OF HUNGARY & BUDAPEST
Also Visiting: Vienna, Danube Bend, Eger, Godollo & 
Puszta 

29 December – 02 January

5 
Days

FROM ONLY  
€349* 

in Triple

PUGLIA & SOUTH ITALY
Visiting: Sassi Di Matera, Bitonto,  
Grotte Di Castellana, Alberobello, San Giovanni Rotondo 
(Padre Pio) & Gargano

01 – 04 December

3 
Days

FROM ONLY  
€199* 

in Twin

www.smsmondial.com.mt

Valletta -          Tel: 21232211  
B’Kara-             Tel: 21443333
Hamrun -        Tel: 21240203  

Paola -            Tel: 21667666 
Sliema -            Tel: 21322687 
Gozo  -              Tel: 21551126 

Prices include; Return flights, Airport Taxes & Charges, Hotel, Tour Leader & Transfers. * Conditions Apply


